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Maj. Gen. Delmar Wilson, left, gresls one of the 42 POWs on hand, Morman Armbrust.

42 Returned Prisoners
Greeted in Ceremony

One of the final events of the 1984 reunion was a ceremony led by
Col Robert P. Riordan in welcoming back to the 306th some 42 men who
had been prisoners of war.

Col. Riordan made some opening remarks, welcoming the men, and
them called the roll. As each man's name was read he proceeded to the
center of the ballroom where he was greeted by M/Gen. Delmar Wilson,
who had been the first deputy commander of the 306th.

As the last man's name was read, the 500 persons in attendance
rose and gave the POW's a warm welcome.
Those honored were:

Morman A. Armbrust, 423, James L. Babbs 423, O. B. Bourn 368,
Quentin Burgett 367, Winston W. Burroughs 367, William J. Casey 369-
367, Ray Coleman 368, Joseph Consolmagno 367, Cleo Dark 369, William
L. Ferguson 369, Robert J. Flood 369, Leo L. Gallegos 368, Calvin Gar-
rison 368.

Nelson Hardin 423, Robert B. Hermann 367, Francis J. Hess 367, Lee
T. Jenks 423, Shedrick E. Jones 369, Edward E. Jordan 423, Lee Kessler
423, Al LaChasse 367, Glenn Lally 368, Richard T. Locke 369, Ralph E.
Moulis 423, Alvin Naumann 368, Y. B. (Buck) Newsom 369.

Trygve Olsen 369, James Opdyke 369, Matthew Radnofsky 423, Fred
J. Rector 367, H. V. Roeder 367, John H. Roberts 369, Frank Ross 368, Jer-
roll Sanders 423, J. B. Stelzer 368, Myron Sorden 367, William Tarr 369,
Phillip D. Vaught 368, Pat Walsh 367, Claiborne Wilson 423 and Warren F.
Wilson 368.
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Reunion

Rainy weather notwithstanding,
the ninth reunion of the 306th
Bomb Group was an exciting affair
for more than 500 men and their
guests in Fort Worth, TX, Oct. 25-
27.

There were numerous highlights
during the three days, but first on
everyone's agenda was to renew
old friendships, make new friends
among the registrants, fly a few
missions, change some engines,
and in general relive some of those
exciting days of 40 years ago.

The reminiscing may have
started on the bus during the 30-
mile ride from DFW to the Green
Oaks Hotel in southwest Fort Wor-
th, or It may have started in the lob-
by even before registration had
really begun. But it was still going
on as the cars, taxis and buses
pulled away on Sunday morning.

First among the scheduled ac-
tivities was Thursday night's ex-
cursion to Billy Bob's, a raucuous,
noisy event which mixed with an
excellent dinner for 477 people.
Most went by chartered buses
through rain-filled streets, and
came back in the late evening with
a quiet ride through downtown
Fort Worth after the day's traffic
had cleared away.

306th men came from Seattle,
WA; Miami, FL; Orrs Island, ME;
San Diego, CA; and England. They
came by plane and by car, perhaps
someone arrived by train. This
writer Just didn't happen to run
across them. Assuredly, If they
passed through Fort Worth during
the war it was more than likely by
train.

There were 278 veterans of the
batties of Thurleigh, and there
were 214 guests, mostly wives,
There were also 34 friends and
guests of the 306th enjoying the
festivities as well.

Friday was the day people
toured to Carswell Air Force Base,
a short bus ride from the hotel.

(Turn to page 15)

Col. John Ryan is the new president of the
306th Bomb Group Historical Association.

John Ryan
President of
306 in '85

Col. John L. Ryan, commander
of the 367th squadron for one day,
was elected president of the 306th
Bomb Group Association at the an-
nual meeting in Fort Worth.

He succeeds Ralph Bordner,
368th bombardier from East
Peoria, IL, who had headed the
organization for several years on
an informal basis and was elected
formally last year at Omaha and the
previous year at Cincinnati.

Hobert Starzynski, 367th gunner
and like Ryan, an evadee, was
elected vice president.

Chosen by acclamation as
secretary and as treasurer for the
year ahead were Russell A. Strong,
367th, and William M. Collins, Jr.,
369th, who have served in these
positions nominally since renewed
group activity began nine years
ago. Mack McKay, during the an-
nual meeting, suggested that they
be elected in perpetuity. No se-
cond was heard!

Chosen as directors for the year
ahead were William Houlihan and
Bob Crane, who had been ap-
pointed by Bordner after the last
annual meeting, and Gerald Rotter.

Also serving as director for the
year will be the chairman of the
1985 reunion as soon as site selec-
tion is completed.

Ryan joined the 367th at Wen-
dover in March of 1942, bringing In

(Turn to page 5)



A Lengthy List of Those Who Enjoyed
the Ninth 306th Reunion

Melson Ake and Kathryn 367 —Boxiord, MA

Fred W. Anderson and LaVonne 367 — Radcliffe, 1A
George T. Antous 369—Danbury, CT

Morman M. Armbrust and Lorie 423—Washington CH, OH
James L. Babbs 423—Wood River, IL

Hollls H. Baker 423—Lompoc, CA

Marshall Baker and Muriel 368— Alexandria, VA
Clitford Baxter and Sue 369— Dallas, TX

Sheidon Beigel and Gloria 368—Encino, CA

Edward Bargeron and Cecile 423—Newmarket, NH
John E. Biggins 367—Cuyahoga Falls, OH

John P. Bloom and Marie 367— Amherst, OH

Frank Bolf and Mildred 367— Floresville, TX

Ralph Bordnar and Nell 368— East Peoria, IL

Wallace Boring and Betty 368—Maryville, TN

Ted Boswell and Gloria 368— Dallas, TX

Harold Bougher and lrene 423—Oranga, CA

Oscar B. Bourn 368—Maridan, TX

Joa Bowles and Frances 367 —Roanoke, VA

Jack Brakebill and Laura 423—Shelton, WA

William M. Breslin and Dorothy 368—Ormond Beach, FL
C. Dale Briscoe and Beti 369—San Antonio, TX

J. W. Broussard and Ada 368—Grand Chenler, LA

John Buie and Judy 423—Arlington, TX

Dellon Bumgardner and Nelda 368—Houston, TX
Quentin Burgett 367— Fort Worth, TX

Guy Burnett and Narrine 423—Euless, TX

Winston Burroughs and Rose 367 —Waldorf, MD

Paul M. Campbell 4th— Fairfield Glade, TN

William R. Carlile 4th—Baltimore, MD

Casey, Donald J. and Martha 423—Glendale, AZ
Casey, Willlam and Charlotte 388/367—5t. Augustine, FL
Cassaday, Billy W. and Bobble 380 —Dayton, WA
William F. Cavaness and Dorothy 368—San Antonio, TX
James 5. Cheney and Yvonne 423—5atellite Beach, FL
M. E. Christlanson and Em 368—Dallas, TX

Ervin Clark and Ginny 367 —Spokane, WA

Alexander Clarke and Pauline 367 —Dallas, TX

J. Ray Coleman and Marilyn 368 —Mesa, AZ

William M. Collins 369— Poland, OH

Willard Coivin and Arlyne 367 —Amarillo, TX

Charles M. Comstock and Joyce 423—Planao, TX

John C. Conlin and Vinita 367 —San Antonlo, TX
Joseph E. Consolmagno and Pat 367—Englewood, FL
L. Brooks Cook and Evelyn 388—Hunlington Baach, CA
Orval L. Cook and Kathy 36B—Frasno, CA

Walter Coons and Beth 367—Colorado Springs, CO
John Corcoran and Marjorie 367 —Waelleslay Hills, MA
Horace Corlgliano and Ronnie 3688—Santa Barbara, CA
RAobert E. Crane 369— Portland, CT

Arthur H. Crapsey and Jean 367 —Rochestar, NY
Gordon W. Crossman 369—Wickford, RI

James Crouch and Reba 367 —Port Arthur, TX

Charles R. Crow 367—Sun City, CA

Louis Damaso and Batty 369—MNew Port Richey, FL
Everett V. Daniel and Martha 369—Glidden, |A

Cleo Dark and Lucile 368—Rogers, AR

Charles David and Mavls 369—Mobile, AL

A. W. Danlel 423—5an Carlos, CA

Elvie Deal 3689—Redwood City, CA

The 306th Bombardment Group Historical
Association: John Ryan, president; Robert
Starzynskl, Vice President; Russell A
Strong, secretary; and Willlam M. Collins,
Jr., ftreasurer. Directors: Robert Crane,
Willlam Houlihan and Gerald Rottar.

a06th ECHOES Is published four times an-
nually: January, April, July and October, and
is mailed free of charge to all known ad-
dresses of 306th personnel, 1942-45, Con-
tributions in support of this effort may be
remitted to the treasurer.

EDITOR; RUSSELL A. STRONG, 2041
Hillside, Kalamazoo, MI 48007. Home
616/344-6466; Office B16/383-6162.

8th AF CONTACT MAN: WILLIAM M.
COLLINS, JR., 2973 Heatherbrae Drive,
Poland, Ohio 44514, 216/757-3463.

Each lssue ia prepared and printed at
Kalamazoo, MI. Editorial contributions are
walcome and should be addressed to the
editor, Changes In addresses and other mat-
ters concerning circulation of the 306th
ECHOES should be sent to Poland, OH.

George DeVack and Lillian 368—Redwoaod City, CA
John Dexter 367 —Magnolia, AR
Maynard Dix and Virginia 368— Nawton, |A
Harry Doles and Betty 423—Grant, FL
Gordon Donkin 367—Salem, OR
Robert Dwiggins and Helen 368—Greensboro, NG
E. J. [Dick) Edwards and Leota 367—Rotan, TX
Milton Edwards and Betty 423—Largo, FL
Easton Effiand 368—Macomb, IL
Larry Emeigh and Beatrice 367 —Beathal Park, PA
Robert Fairchild and Teal 368—Greenwell Springs, LA
Willlam Feeser and Polly 367—Silver Spring, MD
Bill Ferguson and Catherine 369—Henderson, TX
Ray Fields and Alma 367 —Oklahoma City, OK
V. James Fiore and Mary 423—Houston, TX
George Fisher and Madeline 368—Monroaville, PA
Charlas E. Flannagan and Dalores 369/367—Tell City, IN
William Flannagan and Helen 368— LasCruces, NM
Robert Flood and Kay 369—Pelham Manor, NY
Maxine Fontenot 369—Lake Charles, LA

Ray Franzino 369 —5Scarsdale, NY
James Furay and Lucy 368—Niagara Falls, NY
William E. Futchlk 367 — Fort Washington, MD
Leo Gallegos and Belty 368— Albugurgue, NM
Calvin Garrisan and Virginia 368—51. Paul, MN
John B. Geary 368—HRobinson, TX
Herb Gedney and Lois 367 —Salem, OR
James Gerlach and Marian 368—Springfield, MO
Forest W, Goodwill and Hazel 369—Saegeriown, PA
Douglas Griggs and Clara 368— Ryan, OK
John A, Grimm and Ruth 367—Cantarville, OH
Walter Guy and Elleen 36T —Sonoma, CA
Gene Gustafson and Erma 367—Acton, MA
J.W. (Bill} Haire and lone 368—Hurat, TX
Joe Hardesty and Vicki 368—Mulvane, KS
Terry Harkin 3689—West Sussex, England

Arthur Harnois and Margaret 388—North Kingston, Rl
Jack Hartung 369—Hondao, TX

Edward J. Hennessy 368—Las Vegas, NV

Charles Hayes and Mary 368—Claridge, PA

Ken Herbster and Vivian 423—Milford, 1A~

Robert B. Hermann 367—Elgin, IL

Francis Hess 367— Boise, ID

Bill Hifler and LaVon 387 —Gainesville, TX
Kenneth Hoffman 387 —Chagrin Falls, OH

William Hogan and Elayne 368—Rock Island, IL
Ray Hopper and Norine Hdgs.—Los Altos, CA
Harry Hoser and Emily 368—Philadalphia, PA
Russell Houghton 3868—Orrs Island, ME

William Houlihan and Ruth 367 —Belleville, MI

Aoy W. Howard 368—Austin, TX

Howard Hutchingon and Elaine 423— Columbia, CA
Kieth Jackson and Karen Beth 367—Houston, TX
Joseph Jaeger and Dorls 368— River Vale, NJ

Lee Janks and Doriz 423—Clifton, NJ

Harry Jang and Ruth 387 —Rancho Murieta, CA
Horace Jennings and Margaret 368— Dallas, TX
George Johnson and Ruth 423—Taylorville, IL
Charles Jones and Luise 369—Lawton, OK

Dewey Jones and Oma 368— M1, Varnan, IL

H. Rex Jones and Doris 423/Hdgs.—Loveland, CO
Shedrick Jones and Ollle 368—Fort Worth, TX

W, D, Jones and Gena 368—Houston, TX

Edward E. Jordan and Sarah 423—%S5an Antonio, TX
John Kalb 367 —Hot Springs, AR

Irving Karpman and Bess 368—Springfieid, IL
Orville Karstadt 369 —Newton, MO

Lea Kesslerand Peg 368—Canton, OH

Yincent Kiely and Eleanor 367 —Rochelle Park, NJ
Jerome Kostal and Lillian 367 —Riverside, IL
Michael Kramer 369— Austin, TX

John Krische 3689—Glandals, NY

Saul Kupferman and Dorothy 423—Atlanta, GA

Al LaChasse 367—Glendale, CA

Glenn Lally and Dorothy 368—Enon, OH

Phillip Lanyon and Robble 423— Kansas City, MO
Guy Lateano and Ysletta 369—Arlington, TX

Fred Lauer and Batty 367—North Huntington, PA
James Lenaghan and Mary Edna 367—Cleveland, OH
Jacob Leroy and Joan 423—Portage, Ml

Harold Lightbown and Arlene 369 —Wakefield, MA
Jack Lewis and Mary 369— Naorristown, PA
Richard Locke 3689—Danbury, CT

Donald C. MacDonald and June 367—WVista, CA

Ed Maliszewski 360—Grosse Pointe, MI

John J. Manning and Mary Rita 367/Hdgs

Palm Beach Gardens, FL

Chester Marklewlcz and Cathie 367 —Maspeth, NY
Stan Mathes and Fran 368—Medtord, OR

Robert Maxwell and Gene 367 —Franklin, NC

Frank McHenry Hdgs—Fort Worth, TX

Mack McKay and Joyce 423/368— Los Alamitos, CA

Leo S, Mcintire and Martha 368—Dallas, TX
Willlam J. McKeam and Gladys 367—Beloit, Wl

John McKee 367 —Burbank, CA
Herbert McVicar and Faye 367—Sacramento, CA
Jack Metcall and Batty 423—Kent, OH
Clayton R. Meyer 423—Beloit, Wi
W. F. Mitchell and Rosetta 369—Lamont, OK
Eduardo Montoya 368—Colorado Springs, CO
William T. Morgan and Margaret 423— Austin, TX
Morman Momow and Alta 367—Springfiald, MO
Ralph Moulis and Patricia 423—Tucson, AZ
H. Deane Munal and Ruth 368/Hdgs—San Juan, TX
Edward M. Murphy and Gaye 369—Albuquerque, NM
Jack Murphy 423—Huntington Beach, CA
William F. Muiz and Athena 367— Bayonet Point, FL
Joseph G, Mynatt 368 —Knoxville, TH
Aram J. Nahabedian 423—Tustin, CA
Alvin Naumann and Maurine 368—5an Antonio, TX
Archie Mesbitt and Grace 367 —0Owverland Park, KS
¥. B. (Buck) Newsom 368— Midiand, TX
Elmer L. Nofsingerand Battle 368—Libaral, KS
Kenneth Morris and Mae 423—5Salem, NH
M. J. Northway and Mary 367—Huot Springs, AR
Irvin Nerton and Virginia 368— Orange Park, FL
Curtls Oakes and Skip 423—Riverside, CA
John Jd. O'Brien and Jane 423— Patterson, NY
Richard O'Hara and Jane 423—Marietta, GA
Trygve Olsen and Jenny 368— Haoliday, FL
James Opdyke 388—Crystal River, FL
Millard Oscherwitz and Vivian 367 —Wilmette, FL
Vinecent Palumbo and Muriel 368—Meadfield, MA
Pater Pappas and Harriet 368—Haverhill, MA&
W.T. Packham and Lee 368—Augusta, KS
Eddie Perin 369—Priest River, ID
Bert Perlmutter 360—Tamarac, FL
William Parry 423—Balan, NM
Ben Peters and Betty 367—Mansfield, TX
Hugh Phelan and Evelyn 367—Donaldson, AR
Malcolm Phillips and Vera 368—Fort Worth, TX
Maynard Poray and Onny Hdgs— Avon, NY
Jameas Poston and Nondas 423—Dallas, TX
Frank Potter and Terry 368—Houston, TX
William 5. Rader and Stephanie 368/367— Alaxandria, VA
Matthew Radnofsky 423—Seabrook, TX
Richard Raymond and Lorraine 423—Wilmington, DE
Marien Reber and Ginger 388— Punta Gorda, FL
Fred Rector 368— Greer, SC
Paul Reioux and Aileen 423—Carlsbad, CA
‘W. T. Riedel and Jo 423—College Station, TX
obart B ._.L- n and 36 Tl v .._' _'.'-‘_":' .

Lawrence Ristuccia 367—Belmont, M/
Georga G. Robarts and Morma 367 —Guliport, MS
John Roberts 369— Portland, OR

Reginald Robinson and Verna 368B—Fort Worth, TX
J. Louis Rodriquez and Rita 368—Stamford, CT

H. V. Roeder and Ernestine 367 —Houston, TX
Edward Ronczy and Jo 367—Chigagoe, IL

Donald R. Ross and Janice 3688/Hdgs—Omaha, NE
Frank E. Ross 368—Ephrata, WA

Robert Roth and Barbara 368—MNewington, CT
Gerald Rotter and Lois 388—Austin, TX

Phil Rueschott 367—Lawrence, KS

John L. Ryan and Janice 367—Waoodland Park, CO
Jack Samway and Marle 388—Sun Valley, 1D
Jerroll Sanders and Bobble 423—E| Dorado, TX
Anthony L. Santoro and Margaret 369—Houston, TX
Jack Schmidt and Gail 367 —McCook, NE

Earl Schwab and Lucile 369—Mewark, NY

Frank Serafin 423—Hampstead, NY

Howard C. Sharkey and Delores 368 —Colorado Springs, CO
Dannis Sharkey and Mary Fose 380—51. Marys, PA
Donald Sheridan.and Faye 36T —Harlingen, TX
Thurman Shullerand Joan Hdgs—MeAlester, OK
Robert G. Schuliz 387 —Haines City, FL

J. P. Shutz 423—Lusby, MD

Parley Small and Virginia 367 —Farmington, |4
Edgar A. Smith and Irene 360— Pottsboro, TX

E. Frank Smythe and Betty 367 —E! Paso, TX

Myron Sorden and Kay 387 —Indiancla, 14

Robert Starzynskiand Loulse 367 —Chicago. IL
Paul Steele and Natalie 367 —Mechanicsville, V&
Wayne Stellish and Ann 368— Aurelia, 1A

James Stelzer 388—Celina, TX

Forrest Stewart and Ann 423—The Woodland, TX
Orville Stocker and Martha 369—Tiburon, CA
Russell Strong and June 367 —Kalamazoo, MI
Forrest Sweaney and Frances 368— Houston, TX
James Talley 423—Concord, TN

Stephen Tanella and Florence 367 —Delray Baach, FL
Paul Tardiff and Eilean 367 —Ypsllantl, MI

Willlamn Tarr and Reba Jane 368—San Antonio, TX
Harold Taylor and Janet 368 —Seaboard, NG

John Thorn 369—Inaianapolis, IN

Harold Thornam and Jeanette 369—Omaha, NE
Roy Trask and Dannie 389—Jackson, MS
W. E. Tucker 367 —Houston, TX
Laslia Turner and Muriel 367 —MNorfolk, VA
Harold Twing 367 — Amarillo, TX
Leo VanDaurzen and Florance 423—DePera, W




8AF Leader Brings 306th

Up to Date

By Lt. Gen. Kennath L. Pesk, Jr.
Commanding General, Eighth Air Force

| was delighted to accept your in-
vitation to speak to you tonight, for
it gives me the opportunity to
thank each of you for your con-
tribution to the defense of our na-
tion during World War I1.

You have given the Eighth Air
Force a glorious past and high
standards against which we will
always judge ourselves,

We are not as large an outfit in
numbers as the Eighth Air Force
you remember,

Today, there are about 50,000
people Iin the Eighth. We are
organized into five air divisions
which supervise:

* nine bombardment wings

s three air refueling wings

* three missile wings

* one reconnaissance wing.

Most of our bases span the
eastern half of the United States.
This extends eastward to operating
locations in England, Spain, Ger-
many, and Greece, as well.

Our operational squadrons are
entrusted with 115 long range B-
52s, 60 supersonic medium range
FB-111 bombers, 200 KC-135 aerial
tankers, reconnaissance and com-
mand control aircraft and a grow-
ing squadron of KC-10s.

The KC-10 Is our newast aircraft
and is the tanker and cargo military
variant of the DC-10 airliner,

We also possess 30 Titam |l
missiles which carry the largest
warhead in the free world. and are
currently being deactivated at Mc-
Connell and Little Rock AFBs. We
also possess 150 Minuteman Il in-
tercontinental ballistic missiles.

Since the 306th Bombardment

Andy Vangalis and Peggy 368—Longmont, CO

P. D. Vaught and Peggy 388—Quinta, TX

Hubert Verdick and Phyllis 367—Swaquim, Wa
A. C. Villagran and Kay 369—Chesterfield, MO

Richard E. Walck 367 —Wilmington, DE

Group (Heavy) was one of the
original bombardment units of the
Eighth Air Force, | feel obliged to
tell you how this fine outfit went on
to serve our country after World
War I, and how today it is serving
once again under the 8th Air Force
in England.
Inactivated

The 306th Bombardment group
was inactivated Christmas Day,
1946, for a short time. It was reac-
tivated in June 1947 at Andrews
Field, Maryland, and was
redesignated the 306th Bombard-
ment Group (Very Heavy), compos-
ed of the 367th, 368th and 369th
Bomb Squadron and assigned to
the Strategic Air Command. Only
the 423rd Bomb Squadron from the
original group was missing.

The 306th remained a “‘paper
organization” with no men or
equipment until August 1948. The
306th Bomb Wing was transferred
to MacDill AFB, Florida, in 1948,
and redesignated a medium bomb
wing assigned the B-29 bomber. By
year's end, 653 men and 32 B-29
bombers were assigned. The
primary mission was to operate a
medium bombardment training
school and a secondary mission
was to train 306th bomb squadrons
for long range strategic bombard-
ment.

Highlights during 1948 and 1950
included: Col. Charles Lindberg
flew a short time with the 306th;
the 306th Bomb Group was upgrad-
ed to the 306th Bombardment
Wing.

306th Goes Jel

In 1851 the wing traded its B-29s
for the first jet bomber, the B-47.
The 306th was the first wing in SAC

Jim Waldrum and Laura 332/815—Frankston, TX

John Walkenhorst and Renee 367—MNapa, CA
Patrick Walsh 367—Riverdale, N.J
David Wheeler and Ellen 369—Yuba Cily, CA

Raobert C. Wiltiams and Betty 4231367 —Winnetka, IL
Claiborne Wilson and Rachel 423—Sanford, NC
Delmar Wilson and Vauda Hdgs.—San Antonio, TX

John Wilson 423—Goleta, GA

Warran Wilson 368— Port Ludiow, WA
Thomas Witt and Barbara 367 —Cookvilia, TX
Clitford Wolfhope and Audrey 423—Salix, PA
Jack Wood and Patricia 368—Amarillo, TX
Robert H. Wood and Carol 368—Marletta, NY
Frank Yaussi 423—Glendale, CA

Hay Yerak and Reggie 389— Willoughby Hills, OH
Oliver O. Young and Helen 423—Birmingham, AL
Pervie Earl Youree and Juanita 323—Wagoner, OK
Ralph Zimmerman and Charlotte 423—MNaples, FL

Others attending:
Dick Damato—Tamarc, FL
Gary Baker—Lompoc, CA
A. L. Edwards—Shreveport, LA
George Gransie— Lompoc, CA
Jean Gues|
Robert and Jean Driver
Wayne Montie and Estelie Theriot
Mrs, Elbert (Jane) Odle—Carmel, IN

Mrs. Joseph (Cathering) Brennan—Washington, D.C.

Mena Brennan Leary

Grace Perez and Craig—El Paso, TX
Ronald and Phyllis Dillon

Lyle and Laura Moore—Marigtta, NY

to fly the 47s. The first B-47 to ar-
rive was christened “The Real Mc-
Coy," after Col. Michael N. W. Mc-
Coy, 306th wing commander. By
December 1952, the 45th B-47 arriv-
ed, bringing the wing to its full
strength.

In 1953 the new bomb wing prov-
ed that it was fully combat ready. It
participated in Operation “Sky
Try," similar to an operational
readiness inspection which tested
the wing's combat readiness. The
306th received an outstanding
rating, proved its mobllity capabili-
ty, and deployed to England for two
months.

Faster Crossing Than 1942

On 7 April 1953, two 306th Bomb
Wing B-47s set a speed record
across the Atlantic Ocean, cross-
ing from Maine to England in five
hours and 38 minutes.

In March 1954 Paramount Pic-
tures arrived at MacDill AFB for
filming. The 306th participated in
the making of the movie, Strategic
Air Command.

The next five years, 19855-80,
were routine in that the wing fulfill-
ed its day to day alert mission.
However, this half decade was not
without its highlights: in 1956 and
1958, the 306th Bomb Wing won
the SAC bombing competition, tak-
ing home the coveted Fairchild
Trophy; in January 1959 the wing
was transferred from Second Air
Force back to Eighth Air Force; the
wing expanded to include the
423rd Bomb Squadron as well as
the 305th and 306th Air Refueling
Squadrons; both  refueling
squadrons flew the KC-97 tanker,
but were primed to receive the new
KC-135 jet tanker.

1963 was a year of transition for
the wing. It moved from MacDill
AFB to McCoy AFB Orlando, FL,
and traded its B-47s for 15 of the
new B-52 heavy bombers.

* The Stratofortrass Arrives

The B-52 Stratofortress, design-
ed to carry nuclear weapons, can
also carry non-nuclear iron bombs.
The fully loaded aircraft with crew
of six weighs 244 tons and is
powered by eight jet engines pro-
ducing 168,000 pounds of thrust.
One B-52 can carry 108 bombs
weighing a total of 60,000 pounds.
The wing also traded its KC-97s for
15 KC-135s.

That year the wing participated
in Operation Chrome Dome for 45
days. keeping a bomber in the air

;

Lt. Gen. Kenneth Peek accepts a pewter replica of & B-17 from Reginald Robinson,

on constant airborne alert.
Off to Vietnam

In late 1966 the 306th faced its
greatest challenge since the Se-
cond World War. It was called upon
to use bombardment as an in-
strument of national policy in
Southeast Asia. Aircraft, crews and
support personnel were sent to
Southeast Asia on temporary duty.
“Temporary" meant for 180 days at
a time. Four different times, the
J06th deployed to Vietnam on such
temporary duty.

It participated in three major
operations—Young Tiger, Arc
Light and Buliet Shot. In October
1966 306th bombers and tankers
went to Southeast Asia to support
Project Young Tiger. In the skies
over Vietnam, the 306th met the
challenge head on, much as it had
done over Nazi-occupied Europe 25
years before. In six months the
306th flew 1,500 combat missions.
Crews averaged 51 missions and
600 flying hours.

A total of 13,200 hours were
spent in the air, which equals 20
months of continuous flying. Two
hundred million pounds of fuel
were off-loaded, and one 306th
crew flew a record seven bombing
missions in one day.

President Lyndeon Johnson
decorated 18 306th Bomb Wing
personnel.

Maj. James Taylor, 306th Air
Refueling Squadron amd his crew
became the first to complete 100
combat missions in Vietnam,.

Vietnamese Prime Minister Ky
presented the "Republic of Viet-
nam Air Force Distinguished Ser-
vice Order" to Col. Earl Johnson,
306th Bomb Wing commander.

The Wing received its second Air
Force Outstanding Unit Citation.

The first crew member to fly 300
missions in Vietnam was M/Sgt
Hance Storus, a gunner.

In February 1872 the 306th Bomb
Wing went back to Southeast Asia
for its fourth and last time, led by
Col. Glen Pugmire, on Operation
Bullet Shot, the largest SAC com-
bat operation in the command's 26-
year history. It became a thunder-
ing volley of 500, 750 and 1,000
pound bomb bursts of retaliation
every hour of every day.

Lt. Gen, Gerald W. Johnson (a
WWII 8th Air Force fighter pilot)
sald: “"Never before in the history
of airpower had such a strike force
been assembled. Never before had



airpower been given such a
singularly important role in achiev-
ing national objectives.”

The 306th kept unrelenting
pressure on the enemy during the
1972, Daily they struck key
strongholds, supply routes, muni-
tions storage facilities and troop
concentrations. In one day, 100
SAC B-52s dropped 1,700 tons of
bombs. SAC tankers provided 481
refuelings in 166 flights.

In early October the first signs of
payoff came. Paris peace talks
resumed and after one final pushin
December 1972 (Linebacker I},
America's POWs came home.

By April 1973 the 306th had ceas-
ed all commitments in Vietnam.

During the same month, it was
announced that McCoy AFB would
close and the 306th Bomb Wing in-
activated. In August 1972 KC-135s
transferred to Plattsburg AFB, NY.
In September the last issue of the
base paper, Citrus Flyer, was
printed. Assigned personnel at the
end of 1972 dropped from 3,347 to
1,114. The 306th Wing was inac-
tivated in 1974,

But, this was not to be the end of
the 306th Bomb Wing. It was again
reactivated 16 August 1976 at
Ramstein AFB, Germany, as the
306th Strategic Wing, and in July
1978 moved to RAF Mildenhall,
England, and assigned KC-135
refueling tankers. Its mission is to
refuel aircraft in the European area,
and in 1980 it supported the rescue
attempt of American hostages in
Iran.

It is fronic that the 306th has
returned to the Eighth Air Force,
assigned in England, an hour's
drive away from where it served
three strenuoi's and glorious years
in 1942-45,

As | close this evening, | leave
you with a message from today's
Mighty Eighth: We are still around,
still proud of the 306th amd still do-
ing a hell of a good job. You gave
us a good beginning and we'll con-
tinue your standard of excellence.

On May 12, 1962, General
Douglas MacArthur gave his
farewell address to the cadeis at
West Point. Here is what he said:

Duty, honor and country,
Those three hallowed words
reverently dictate what you
ought to be, what you can be,
what you will be. They are our
rallying point to build courage
when courage seems to fail,
to regain faith when there
seems to be little cuase for
faith, to create hope when
hope becomes forlorn.

This morning let me take the
lierty of paraphrasing these
words and dedicating them to
you—all the men and women
associated with the 306th,

Duty, honor and country.
Those three hallowed words
reverently dictate what you
wera, whar you are and what
you will be. They were your
rallying point to build courage
when courage seemed to fail,
to regain faith when there
seamed to be little cause for

The Land of
The Free and
Home of

The Brave

Chaplain, Col. Palmer Bowers
Carswell AFB, Texas

| want to take you back in
memory to the summer of 1941,
Times were good and apparently
getting better. Economically
America was coming out of the
great depression of the 30's. Peo-
ple were beginning to put their old
ice boxes out on the back porch
and replace them with something
called an electric refrigerator.
Muslc was real music with great
dance bands led by men like Tom-
my Dorsey, Harry James and Glenn
Miller. Television had not been
developed but there was the
classic radio humor of George
Burns and Gracie Allen, Jack Ben-
ny, Fred Allen and Bob Hope. And
remember those lavish, spec-
tacular musicals that Hollywood
was producing! Neighborhoods
were places with genuine
neighbors where people sat out on
the front porch in the evening and
everybody knew everyone else on
the block. If somebody was taking
drugs they were probably a
diabetic who had to take daily in-
jections of insulin. It was a good
life, wasn't It?

But one terrible thing was
wrong. War was raging in both
Europe and the Far East but
America did not want to look.
Under Adolph Hitler Germany had
annexed Austria and
Chekoslovakia in 1939, and
demanded Poland. As a resuit
England and France had declared
war against the Third Reich. Hitler
in 1940 proceeded to take Den-
mark, MNorway, Belgium, the
Netheriands, France, Yugoslavia
and Greece. Unable to defeat Bri-
tain, Germany then attacked
Russia. In the Far East an
undeclared war between Japan and
China had commenced in 1937 and
in 1940 Japan occcupied Indochina.

Despite the urgings of President
Roosevelt the isolationist spirit
was so strong that there was little
interest in building up our broom-
stick Army and outfitting it with
modern weapons. Our Army Air
Corps was almost non-existent
with only 2,500 aircraft and our
Mavy possessed only 760 war-
ships, some of them little better
than rust-buckets.

And, tragicially, you all know
what happened at 7:55 a.m. on Sun-
day morning, December 7th, 1941,
Japan bombed Pearl Harbor and

faith and to create hope when

hope had become forlorn.

To each of you of the
306th—may God bless you for
what you have done, whar you are
doing, and what you shall do to
keep America a land of the free and
a home of the brave!

Five sguadron bombardiers from the 368th appeared at the reunion: left to right, Ralph Bordnaer,
Irv Norton, Don Ross, Ted Boswell and Eddie Montoya.

overnight we found ourselves in
the middle of World War Il. Sud-
denly those of you in this chapel
who had just finished high school
and were in your first civilian job or
enrolled in college found
yourselves in boot camp and then
in specialized flight training. And,
miraculously—less than one year
later—some of you were arriving in
Thurleigh, England. The first mis-
sion of the 306th was flown on 9
October 1942 and last one com-
pleted on 19 April 1845. 9,614 sor-
ties, 342 missions and 22574.6
tons of ordnance delivered on the
enemy in less than three years.

How important was this? You, as
much as any fighting organization
in the European theater, brought
about the downfall of Hitler's Third
Reich. And how Iimportant was
that? When the war ended in 19451
was a sophomore in high school. |
can still remember how happy |
was when | heard that Germany
had surrendered. But | want to con-
fess to you that | never truly ap-
preciated the full significance of
that defeat until 1972—27 years
later—when | first visited the city
of Berlin.

While in Berlin, | visited the
magnificent Tempelhof Airport.
Designed by Adolph Hitler in the
form of a great war eagle with
wings outstretched it is the third
largest building in the world. Under
the immense roof, which
represents the wings of the eagle,
is a vast parking ramp that can ac-
commodate a large number of air-
craft. There is a balcony under that
roof which looks out on the parking
ramp. | asked my guide what the
balcony was for: And when he
answered | for the first time fully
appreciated with my heart as well
as my mind what you had ac-
complished. He said, “That was
Hitler's private observation deck
from which he planned to greet the
leaders of the world as they flew in-
to Berlin at the conclusion of the
war to pay homage to him and to
Germany."

On behalf of my generation that
immediately followed yours—and
all the generations after—| want to
take this opportunity to thank you
for saving America from that fate.

And | want to thank you for
something that is perhaps even
more important. When you return-
ed to the United States and to
civillan life, you had learmed a
lesson well that the Bible teaches.
“All have sinned and come short of
the glory of God." Because we are
sinners we are selfish and because
we are selfish we are tempted to
want to seize that which is not
ours. You learned from Hitler that
what applies to individuals applies
as well to nations. Almost two
thousand years ago Jesus, who
was the supreme realist, warned
his disciples in these words, "Take
heed that no man deceive you. For
many shall come in my name say-
ing, ‘I am Christ;’ and shall deceive
many. And ye shall hear of wars
and rumors of wars; see that you
be not troubled, for all these things
must come to pass, but the end is
not yet. For nation shall rise
against nation and kingdom
against kingdom." So, because
you knew that nations were temp-
ted to stat wars where they
perceived weakness and because
you were not deluded into thinking
that World War Il was the war to
end all wars, you came back and
voted for the development of a
strong and ready defense
establishment. You supported the
creation of the Strategic Air Com-
mand and the greatest Air Force in
the world because you knew that it
was not weakness that encouraged
peace but strength. And because
of that wisdom we have been
delivered from another World War
for almost 40 years.

Now today, just as in 1941, there
are isolationists and middle-of-the-
roaders who would tell us that
what is happening in Central
America and In the Middle East is
no concern of ours. Stop spending
so0 much money on national
defense and war will go away.
Thank God for your generation is
still a vital force in our society and
that reunions such as yours
refresh our memory of the past to
guide us in the future.



Newly-Found

Ballish, Frank S., 1910 2nd St., S. Connellesville, PA 15425, 367.
Banas, Charles, 1935 Kenilworth, Wilmette, IL 60606.
Barnes, William B., 167 Preston Ave., Shreveport, LA 71105, 423.

Beatty, Willard B., 16 Valley Place, #405, Colorado Springs, CO

80803,

367.

Bridgeman, Thomas J., 105 S. Pineview Ave., Goldsboro, NC 27903,

Bruce, John W., 23 Flagg St., Springfield, MA 01109, 1628.

Butler, William, 2705 Wendson Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73127,

1628

Carsiglia, John M., 64 Lawton Road, Riverside, IL, 60546, 449.

Cleveland, William M., 1106 Maplewood Ave., Portsmouth, NH

03801.

Corbin, Robert C., 12065 Elva Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70816, 368.
Corlee, Lloyd, 3057 SW 61, Oklahoma City, OK 73119, 423.
Courtright, Elvin W,, Rt. 2, Box 123, Endicott, NY 13760, 423.
Cox, Harvey L., 116 Downing St., Lafayette, LA 70501, 369.
Davis, LaRange S., 1320 LaVita Place, LaHabra, CA 90631, 369.
Dore, Eugene H., 100 17th Ave. N, Hopkins, MN 55343, 369.
Fontenot, Maxine, Rt. 3, Box 66, Lake Charles, LA 70605, 369.
Garrett, Norwood, 312 Taylor Dr., Farmington, NM 87401, 369.
Gehrlein, Jacob, 8041 Delco Ave., Canoga Park, CA 91306, 1628.
Gibson, Charles, 2815 Wyoming St., Bremerton, WA 98310, 423.
Hoots, Harold G., 7422 Leahy Rd., New Carrollton, MD 20784, 368.
Huistra, John F., 811 Beech, Wyoming, M| 49509, 423.

Kall, George R., Jr., 5 John Circle, Norwood, NJ 07648.
Leaptrot, Herman, B39 Beddington Ave., Macon, GA 31206, 368.
Mcintire, Leo 5., 10414 Crittendon, Dallas, TX 75229, 368.
Melton, W. C., 350 Mt. Alto, Rome, GA 30161, 368.

Morgan, Paul E, 5127 Redding Dr., San Antonio, TX 78219, 389,
Muri, Robert, Tongue River Rte., Miles City, MT 59301, 369.
Nuttall, Andrew, 122 Cross St., Westerly, Rl 02891, 423.

Poray, Maynard C., 2036 La Reville Rd., Avon, NY 14414, Gp.
Ray, Vernon, 6130 Elaine Dr., Speedway, IN 46224, 367.

Reid, Robert E., 6 Mahern Ave., Pawtucket, RI 02861, 367.
Schieb, Ray. 1400 Warrington Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103, 369.
Sears, J. F., PO Box 275, Pioche, NV 89043, 628,

Sexton, Elvin, 209 5. 4th West, Kelso, WA 98626, 369.

Smith, Cecil, Rt. 1, Box 339B, Grand Island, NE 68801, 369.
Stokely, Roy, 70 Shadow Lane, Orchard Park, NY 14127, 1628.

Sutor, Marvin O., 1321 Belvedere Rd., Port Deposit, MD 21904, 368.

Taylor, Robert L., PO Box 625, Welsh, LA 70591, 423,
Urban, Donald F., 122 Hartly St., Portland, ME 04103, 367.
Yager, William, 1712 N. Fairview, Burbank, CA 91505, 367.
Zrust, Gordon F., 7119-W George, Glendale, AZ 85303, 367.

Alexander, Kermit W., 353 Martindale, Milford, M1 48402 368.
Angelle, Sal, Green Glen #40, Geneva, OH 44041.

Burgess, James A., 3116 W. Emerson, Seattle, WA 98199, 368.
Burgett, Quentin, 4812 Burchman, Fort Worth, TX 76107, 367.
Burke, William J., 117 Grafton St., Brockton, MA 02401, 423.
Burnett, Guy, 1309 Woodridge Circle, Euless, TX 76040, 423.
Clark, Ervin R., 3215 W. Houston Ave., Spokane, WA 99208, 637.
Cochran, Walter, 6829 Glenside Dr., Holiday, FL 33590, 369.
Colvard, Freel L., P.O. Box 32, Glendale Springs, NC 28629, 423,
Corbin, Robert D., 12065 Elva Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70816, 368.
Corlee, Lloyd M., Rt. 3, Box 119A, Wllburton, OK 74578, 423.
Damico, Al, 319 Forrest Hill, San Antonio, TX 78209, 367.

Deck, Leland P., 1583 N. Paseo Cerca, Green Valley, AZ 85614, 368.

Fairchild, Robert F., P.O. Box 8, Greenwell Springs, LA 70739, 368.
Fiore, V. James, 1714 LaMonte Lane, Houston, TX 77018, 423.
Gedney, Herbert, 4504 Century Dr. S., Salem, OR 97302, 367.
Garrison, Sgt. Gerald T., P.O. Box 17596, Tucson, AZ 85731, 368.
Gesiriech, Florian, 44659 Bemald St., Lancaster, CA 93534, 368.
Griggs, Douglas A., P.O. Box 70, Ryan, OK 73565, 368.

Haire, J. W., B01 Ruth Lane, Hurst, TX 76053, 369.

Johnson, James R., Rt. 1, Box 68, Gonzales, TX 78629, 368.
Huddle, Orville C., 3340 Locust Grove Lane, Salem, VA 24153, 368.
Jones, Dewey, 1810 Briarwood, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864, 368.

Jones, Shedrick E., 2325 E. Vickery, Fort Worth, TX 76104, 369.
Kramer, Michael P., 2208 Forest Bend, Austin, TX 78704, 369.
Locke, Richard T., Ta'Agan Point Rd., Danbury, CT 06812, 369.
Mack, Arthur W., 1475 Ships Dr., Southold, NY 11971, 367.
Markiewicz, Chester, 71-34 58th Ave., Maspeth, NY 11378, 367.
McHenry, Frank, 3108 Gunnison Tr., Fort Worth, TX 76116, GP.
McMahon, Thomas, 63 Cantle Ct., Shelter Cove, CA 95489, 369.
Moore, Lyle, 1764 Otisco Valley, Marietta, NY 13110.

Morgan, William T., 4918 Timberline Dr., Austin, TX 78746, 423.
Oakes, Curtis E., Hr., 2988 Laramie Rd., Riverside, CA 925086, 423

Raymond, Richard L., 1801 Eugene Ct., Wilmington, DE 19810, 423.

Reynolds, LTC John L., 6005 Pino Real Dr., El Paso, TX 79912, 368.

Updating Your
306th Directory

Allan, Wm

6455 Meadow Valley Ln.
Amrey, Jack

P.O. Box 733
Barr, Laonard

707 Canyon Wren Dr.,

Buda, TX 78610
Blood, Leon

Ri. 1, Box 1475

Waterville, VT 05492
Borchers, James

P.O. Box 121

Decatur, IN 46733
Casey, Larry

At. 9,616 W, Blucher
Casseady, Willlam

100 Pierce 5t.

Pierce 100, Condo 607

Clearwater, FL 33516
Connally, Roy

855 Jamestown Dr.

Winter Park, FL 32792
Crossman, Gordon

Wickford, RI
Crouch, James

Zip 72642
Dourson, Don

Rt. 1, Box 271

Hickory Flat, MS 38833
Erb, Alfred

3694 Traskwood

Cincinnati, OH 45208
Fatigati, C. Mace

6560 19th 51, N

St. Petersburg, FL 33702
Figone, Albert

1571 Alla Glen, #4
Fryer, Peter

Box 306

Oklahoma City, OK 73101
Hardin, Nelson

6410 Firestone Pkwy

San Antonio, TX 78244
Haynes, Wyndom

7601 Canyon Ct.

Tampa, FL 33615
Hess, Francis

8413 Pembrook Dr.

Boisa, ID B3704
Johnson, George

501 E. Franklin, Apt. 15
Jones, Charles

1119 NW T4dth 5t.
Lambert, Aloysius

Box 136

Wisconsin Veterans' Home
Lynch, Robert

Rt. 1, Box 157

Taylorsville, |L 62568
Mallszewski, Edward

632 Cadleux

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
Manthey, Stuart

Rt.1, Box 413

drand Marsh, W1 53936
MNoves, Harvey

4540 Gulf of Mexico Dr., Apt. 304F

Longboat Key, FL 33548
Oliver, Ralph

180 Mt. Vista Pl

Santa Rosa, CA 95405
Opdyke, James

P.O. Box 224

Crystal River, FL 32629
Pensinger, Wilbur

146 Cedar Dunes Dr,
Rich, William

7125 Reading Rd.
Robusto, Robert

2408 Calvary Rd.
Ronczy, Edward

Zip 60633

Ryan
(from page 1)

a B-17 for some Instructional work
with the neophyte pilots of the
306th. He was already a captain at
the time. Within a few days, Col.
Charles Overacker had
maneuvered to have Ryan assign-
ed permanently to the 306th, and
there he remained.

When Maj. Harry Holt was reliey-
ed as 367th commander on March
5, 1943, Ryan was named to suc-
ceed him. Orders had not even been
cut when Ryan was shot down the
next day in northern France. He
evaded capture and eventually re-
turned to England. He was as-
signed a First Wing operations job
and remained in England through-
out 1943,

A native of Troy, NY, and
educated at the State University of
New York at Albany, Ryan remain-
ed on active duty after WWII, to 30
January 1970. Having an early train-
ing as a teacher, Ryan entered
graduate school and earned his
doctor of philosophy degree in
modern foreign languages at the
University of New Mexico in 1974.
He continued on the faculty there
for several more years, before retir-
ing completely and moving to
Woodland Park, CO.

Ryan's interest in the 306th was
rekindled when he attended a
small 306th gathering in Colorado
Springs, and met Russ Strong for
the first time. It was then that Ryan
volunteered to become the editor
of the manuscript of “First Over
Germany," a task to which he gave
great energy and expertise.

Seed, Joseph

2371 Stag Aun Bivd,

Clearwater, FL 33575
Small, Edward

Rt 1, Box 2B7A

Tidioute, PA 16351
Smith, Sam

River Forest, IL
Stevens, Edward

7908 Benjamin Dr.

Lawrence, N 48226
Taylor, William

316 W. Michigan, Lot 9

Clinton, M| 49236
VanderMarliere, G,

23281 Harmon
Vetterman, Harbert

124 M. Garden Blvd,
Wallace, Richard

2000 M. Maplewood
Welter, Robart

201 Kimry Moor
Williams, Donald

P.O. Box 98
Wilson, Don

1405 Sattes 51,

Las Vegas, NV B9101
Wilson, John D.

P.C. Box 1273

Goleta, CA 93118

Roberts, John H., 6436 N. Princeton St., Portland, OR 07213, 369.
Rueschhoff, Phil H., 2102 Marvonne Rd., Lawrence, KS 66044, 367.
Sanders, JohnW., P.O. Box 13, Beech Island, NC 29841, 369.
Schelter, P.A., 3126 SE 26th St., Okeechobee, FL 33472,
Somerlott, David, 1704 Andrews, Lawton, OK 73501.

Stevenson, Robert E., P.O. Box 869, Del Mar, CA 92014, 368.
Waldrum, Jim, P.O. Box 99, Frankston, TN 75763, 332.

Walczak, Ben, 885 Gonzaga, Florissant, MO 63031, 367.

Wilson, Lowell R., Rt. 4, Box 236, Lugoff, SC 29078, 368.

Wynn, Earl E., 1718 S. Arago St., Peoria, IL 61605, 369.

Young, Oliver Q., 636 16th Ct. NW, Birmingham, AL 35215, 423.



36? Small, James Lenaghan, John Dexter. Third row: Harold Twing, Robert Rockwell,

Front, left to right: William Mutz, Harry Jang, Kieth Jackson, M. J. Northway, L. W. H. V. Roeder, Quentin Burgetl, Paul Tardiff, Fred Reclor, Jerome Kostal, John
Turner, J. W. Broussard, Al LaChasse, Steve Tanella, Vincent Kiely, Robert Max- Ryan, Nelson Ake, Robert Starzynski, Lawrence Ristuccia, John Biggins, Ed Rone-
well, Alex J. Clarke, Frank Smythe, Jack Schmidi. Second row: Chestoer zy, Fourth row: Paul Steele, Huber! Verdick, Arthur Crapsey, Herb Gedney, Fred
Markiewicz, Bill Houlihan, Willlam Feeser, Robert Hermann, George Robarts, Anderson, Ervin Clark, Hugh Phelan, Richard O'Hara, Arch Nesbitt, William Rader,
Myron Sorden, Patrick Walsh, Walter Guy, Russell Strong, William Tucker, Parley Walt Coons, Del Wilsen, Dick Walck, Robert Schultz.

368

Front, left to right: Orval Cook, Bill Breslin, Wayne Stellish, Harold Taylor, Josaph Jack Samway. Third row: Andy Vangalis, Willlam Cavaness, Eduardo Montoya,
Mynatt, Marshall Baker, Gratord Jennings, Glenn Lally, Ted Boswell, George Ralph Bordner, Joseph Jaeger, James Gerlach, Donald Ross, Dellon Bumgardner,
Fisher. Second row: Irving Morton, Maynard Dix, Dewey Jones, Phillip Vaught, Alvin Naumann, Reginald Robinson. Fourth row: Leo Gallegos, George DeVack,
Douglas Griggs, Warren Wilsan, Frank Ross, Russell Houghton, Stanley Mathes, Wallace Boring, W. D. Jones, Mack McKay, Lea Kessler, M. E. Christianson.

Jack and Gall Schmidi George Roberts and Norma Ed Ronczy and Bob Williams



Mr. and Mrs. Trygve Olsan, James Updyke and Bill Tarr.

369

Front, left to right: Brooks Cook, Charles Hayes, Robert Roth, William Flanagan,
Horace Corigliano, Robert Riordan, Lou Damaso, Charles Davis, Anthony Santaro,
Frank Potter, Terry Harkin, Bill Tarr, George Antous. Second row: James Furay, Ar-
thur Harnaois, Peter Pappas, Harold Lightbown, Dennis Sharkey, Forrest Goodwill,
Aobart Crane, John Geary, Gerald Rotter, Harold Thornam, Eddie Perin, Robert
Dwiggins, William Casey, Robert Flood, Earl Schwab, Gordon Crossman, Third

row: Trygve Olsen, Charles Flannagan, Malcolm Phillips, J. C. Thorn, Jack Har-
tung, Ed Hennessy, Casey Jones, Everalt Danlal, Orville Karstadt, David Wheeler,
Thurman Shuller, Ed Maliszewski, C. Dale Briscoe, Edgar Smith,’ Wallace
Peckham. Fourth row: Roy W. Howard, James Opdyke, Edward Murphy, Orville
Stocker, Buck Newsom, Willlam Ferguson, Billy Casseday, Roy Trask, Eimer Nofs-
inger, Cleo Dark, John Roberts, Ray Yerak, Berl Perimutier, Elvie Deal, Vincent
Palumbo, Howard Sharkey. Back row: John Krische.

423

Front, left to right: Claibarne Wllson, Nelson Hardin, Lee Janks, Ralph Moulis, Ken-
neth Norris, J. P. Schutz, Saul Kupferman, Phillip Lanyon, A. J. Nahabedian, Leo
VanDeurzen, Edward Bergeron, Frank Serafin, Second row: Curtis Oakes, Howard
Hutchinson, W. T. Riedel, Bill Daniel, James Talley, Jacob LeRoy, James 5.
Cheney, Guy Burneti, Norman Armbrust, Joe Hathaway, Jack Murphy, Clayten

Meyer, John Wilson. Third row: Jack Brakebill, Oliver Young, Mack McKay, Pervis
Youree, Gary Baker, Ralph Zimmerman, Hollls Baker, H. Rex Jones, Matthew Rad-
nofsky, Paul Reioux, Milton Edwards, Jerroll Sanders, Don Casay, Fourth row:
James Poston, Ken Herbster, W. T. Morgan, Harry Doles, Forrest Stewart, Richard
Raymond, Edward Jordan, Maynard Poray.

Gordon Donkin and Don MacDonald, 367th piliot and copilot,
renew acquaintances at Carswall Officers Club dinner.



SCENES FROM FORT WORTH

Scenes from Fort Worth, and the 9th reu-
nion of the 306th, were made possible
through the photographic efforts of Bob
Hermann, Bill Houlihan, Ed Ronczy, Don
Ross, Bob Starzynski and Russ Strong.

Marlen Reber flew a number of missions as pilot of “Eager
Beaver,'' and was pleased to see a large picture of the plane. The
nose art was by Lee Kessler,

That's Ted Boswell nex! lo the sign at Carswell AFB.

Chester Markewicz and John Kalb.

Bill Fulchik and Larry Emeigh.

3 & | o
Walter Coons, John Manning, Bull Houlihan, John McKee, John Ryan and John Kalb.

R. Eugena Gustafson, Ben Peters and Ken Holiman.




Mr. and Mrs. W, D. Jones talk with Clay Ganes.

i = g o
Frank Yaussl, Casey Jones and Bill Flanagan.

Brig. Gen. and Mrs. Willlam Rader talk with Ralph Bordner.

ones ara al righl. Kieth Jackson and Clay Ganes,

— b o . Maj. Gen. Delmar Wilson was pleased to meet an old Iriend tram
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Starzynski, 1842-43, Dr. Thurman Shuller, first group surgeon.




Connie and Gordon Richards expressed their appreciation to the
group for their trip from England.

":W

Two former group surgeons, H. Deans Munal and John J. Manning.

Paervis Earl Youree, Robert C. Williams and Mack McKay.

Bill Collins and Bob Crane,

John Bule and Robert Riordan, another member of the
Fort Worth committee. Ben Peters, Ray Fields and Nelson Ake. Russell Strong and John Ryan, during the business meeting.




Mayor Bob Bolen presents new cowbot boots to Reginald Robin-
son, o behalfl of the Forl Worth “*Boot Brigade,"" for bringing the
306th o Fort Worth,

. R H .m'.'w £}
A part of the Fort Worth committee posed for the camera: seated, Jennings; standing, Guy Lateano, Ted Boswell, Alex Clarke
left to right, Malcolm Phillips, Reginald Robinson, and Gratord john Buie.

A Thank You from Fort Worth

On behalf of the 1984 Reunion Committee, we thank each of you for
making this reunion a memorable experience. Our objective was to provide
an opportunity for you to renew those long lasting friendships that
developed during the hectic years of the early 1940s. During the past year
we lalked with many of you and we exchanged letters. These contacts were
very rewarding for us and we thank you for giving us the opportunity to bring
our group together again. We hope to see you next year.

Our Golf Tournament was delayed with only limited participation. We [ -
had instructions to place unused golf funds into Group funds for future use. Richard Walck.
Those of you who did not give us instructions are asked to please do so, or
we will place your unused golf fees in our Group funds.

We will soon close out our 1984 Reunion activities. If you have questions
please contact us for information. Also send suggestions for future reu-
nions. After 1 December, address all ingquiries to:

1984 Reunion Committee
Reginald L. Robinson, Chairman
4008 Ranier Court

Fort Worth, TX 76109
B17/923-2791

MiGen. Dalmar and Vauda Wilson

Two recent registrants check the roster of those who have already signed in.

R e 1T

Mayor Bob Bolen examines the list of Lord Mayors of Bediord,
dating back to 1200 A.D. Connie Richards made the presentation.
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Mayor Bob Bolen presenis a key to Fort Worth fo Connle Richards.

The new 306th banner thal came from England hung from the rostrum at the banguet.

Mr. and Mrs.
Winston Burroughs.

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Kostal.

-

Bob Rockwell and Harold Twing.

MiGen. James 5. Cheney and Walt Coons,
longtime lead navigator and bombardier team

Vince Kiley and Steve Tanella.




By_ I_a.w"S Of the Section6. The Board of Directors may, by resolution adopted by a ma-
jority of the number of directors then holding office,
designate two or more directors or officers to constitute an
306th Bom b Group executive committee, which committee, to the extent pro-
’ ) o k vided in said resolution, shall have and exercise all the
H ‘Storl Cal ASSOC I at Io n authority of the Board of Directors in the management of the
Association.
Article I, ::::I“ V.
. ; : 5 : ngs
Section's. E:"f;g:'t;;'"‘;“dgslﬁ;lpfgfﬂn‘g";&ﬁf wﬁlgzz?cgli:;;zﬂ' Section 1. The Board of Directors shall meet from time to time as the
Michigan 49007, . Boaﬁ_i of Directors may designate.
Section 2. Registered Office: The registered office of the Association Section 2. MEEF'"“ of the Board of Dirqctam ey be called by the
may be, but need not be, identical with the principal office. Prosident at any time upon wiftten notice, or by any three
members of the Board of Directors.
Article i Section 3. The annual meeting of the Board of Directors shall be held
Section1. The officers of the Association shall be: President, Vice on the day preceding the annual meeting of the Associa-
President, Secretary and Treasurer. tion at the site of the annual reunion of the Association. A
Section 2. The duties of the officers shall be: majority of the Directors fixed by these By-Laws shall con-
President: The President shall be the principal executive of- stitute a quorum for the transaction of business.
ficer of the Association, and, subject to the control of the Section4. Because of the special nature of this Association and the
Board of Directors, shall supervise and control the manage- geographic expanse of its membership, these By-Laws
ment of the Association in accordance with these By-Laws. specially permit and encourage the conduct of Associa-
He shall, when present, preside at all meetings of the Board tion business by telephone and mail. Voting so conducted
of Directors. In general, he shall perform all duties incident will be duly recorded by the secretary as the legitimate and
to the office of President and such other duties as may be proper action of the Board of Directors.
prescribed by the Board of Directors from time to time.
Vice President: The Vice President shall, in the absence or Article V.
disability of the President, perform the duties and exercise Section 1. All committees other than an executive committee shall be
the powers of that office. In addition, he shall perform such appointed annually by the President.
other duties and have such other powers as the Board of Article VI
Directors shall prescribe. Section1. Amendments: Amendments to these By-Laws may be made
The Treasurer shall have custody of all funds and securities at any annual or special meeting of the Board of Directors,
belonging to the Association and shall receive, deposit or provided that two weeks written notice is given to the Board
disburse the same under the direction of the Board of Direc- of Directors,
tors. He shall keep full and accurate accounts of the
finances of the Association in books especially provided for
that purpose; and he shall cause a true statement of its P[anning for 1985!
assets and liabilities as of the close of each fiscal year and
of the results of its operations and of changes and of If you couldn't make it to Fort Worth, or may question in your own
changes in surplus for such fiscal year, all in reasonable mind whether you ought to ever attend a reunion, we suggest that you
detail, to be made and filed at the registered or principal of- begin planning now for 1985. Shortly you will receive a notice of the reu-
fice of the Association within four months after the end of nion site. At that moment you can begin some very serious planning asto
such fiscal year. The Treasurer shall, in general, perform all how you will get there. .
duties incident to his office and such other duties as may be | can only tell you that past awdﬂnqa indicates that aimast 100 per-
assigned to him from time to time by the President or by the cent of the men attending go away planning to make it back next year.
Board of Directors. In our maturing years, many have had enough of professional
The Secretary shall keep accurate records of the acts and meetings, all kinds Df community gatherings, etc., but only those who
proceedings of all meetings of directors. He shall give all come to a 306th reunion will know thﬂ pleasure that can be earned mere-
notices required by law and by these By-Laws. He shall have Y by attending. We call your attention also to the 1984 roster and the
general charge of the corporate books and records. He number of wivesand friends w_hu atten;!ed! :
shall have general charge of the membership books of the Again, we urge you to begin planning for '85.
Association and shall keep at the registered or principal of-
fice of the Association a record of such directors, showing
the name and address of each director. He shall sign such
instruments as may require his signature, and in general,
shall perform all duties incident to the office of Secretary
and such other duties as may be assigned him from time to
time by the President or by the Board of Directors.
Section3. The officers shall be elected at the annual meeting of the
Association. They shall assume the duties of their office as
of election, and shall serve for one year, or until their suc-
cessors are elected and qualified. The annual meeting shall
be held at the Fall reunion of the Association.
Sectiond4. Any vacancies created by death, resignation or other cause
shall be filled by the Board of Directors.
Article lll.
Directors
Section 1. General Powers: The business and affairs of the Association
shall be managed by the Board of Directors or by such ex-
ecutive committees as the Board may establish pursuant to
these By-Laws.
Section2. The Board of Directors shall consist of not less than three
members nor more than ten members, including the of- i
ficers. One-third of the Directors shall be elected at each an- M- and Mrs. Raiph Bordner.
nual meeting of the members, each to serve for a term of Keep Echoes Coming
three years, or until his successor has been elected.
Section3. Any vacancies created by death, resignation, or other cause New address information: il ol e
shall be filled by the Board of Directors.
Sectiond4. The chairman of the Reunion Committee shall be a member name
of the Board of Directors for the year preceding his re-
BHIGH, sireet address
Section5. Removal: Directors may be removed from office with or

without cause by a vote of two-thirds of the Board of Direc-
tors.

city, state, zip
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Reginald Robinson

Reunion

{from page 1)

There were 142 in the moming con-
tingent that had lunch at the Of-
ficers' Club on base, and 325
toured in the afternoon and had
dinner at the club.

Both groups during the tour
stopped at the Base Chapel where
a memorial service was held for
those lost in action, and with
especial note made of the passing
of Maynard H. Smith, the sole
Medal of Honor winner from the
306th. It was a moving ceremony
with an excellent message, which
appears elsewhere in this paper.

The buses also went down to the
flight line where a B-52 was on
hand with its crew there to answer
guestions, and nearby stood a KC-
135, with its flight deck open to
visitors. Despite the rain, most
people got out to peer into the air-
craft and to ask a few questions.

After the evening group return-
ed, Larry Emeigh sat at the
keyboard of piano in the 367th
squadron room for a late evening
song fest. He repeated his efforts
on Saturday night.

Ladies were invited Saturday
morning to participate Iin a fashion
event at the Neiman-Marcus store
just across 1-30 at the Ridgemar
Shopping Center, while many of
the men took one of two tours to
the assembly line to the nearby
General Dynamics plant, home of
the F-16.

The major Saturday events were
the Group business meeting in the
afternoon, and 306th banquet at
night in the hotel. More than 225
persons attended the meeting, and
banquet attendance was 519.

As the finale to the whaole reu-
nion, the banquet was presided
over by Reginald Robinson, chair-
man of the reunion. Mayor Bob

Missing Pictures
May be Retrieved

Did you lose a roll of film at Fort
Worth?

One was picked up off a table at
Carswell AFB after everyone had
left. Taken home by the William
Hogans, they had it processed.

Two of the prints show a sign in
the background, Bear Creek Nurs-
ing Home. Some of the pictures are
of elderly ladies with a birthday
cake. There are also pictures taken
from a plane and at the reunion.

The owner can claim the pic-
tures and film from Mrs. William
Hogan, 2508 31st St. Ct., Rock
Island, IL 61201.

Another General

Echoes has only recently learned
that Robert J. Chrisjohn, a 368th
pilot in mid-1844, retired from the
National Guard 4 February 74 with
the rank of brigadier general. His
total time in service was 33 years,
with 20 of that in the Guard.

Bolen of Fort Worth was present
to give Robinson a new pair of
cowboy boots in recognition of his
having brought the 306th to Fort
Worth.

Gordon and Connie Richards
came from Bedford, England, for
the reunion, and at the banquet,
Connie presented Mayor Bolen
with a scroll from the Lord Mayor
of Bedford, and included in it wasa
list of Lord Mayors from 1200 A.D.
to the present time. Mayor Bolen
was hard pressed to equal that
record, but did give Connie a key to
the city of Fort Worth.

Perhaps the most moving event
of the three days was Col. Robert
Riordan's introduction of the
prisoners of war, and Gen. Delmar
Wilson's welcome to each man.

On behalf of the members of the
306th Strategic Wing, RAF
Mildenhall, England, a new 306th
banner wa spresented to the
group, and included with it were
streamers showing the battles in
which the 306th participated, as
well as two blue ribbons denoting
the distinguished unit citations
received. Col, Col. Richard Hedge,
present 306th commander, sent his
best wishes along with the banner.

Lt. Gen. Kenneth L. Peek, Jr.,
came from Barkadale AFB, LA, to
present the evening's major ad-
dress.

The evening concluded with
dancing to Glenn Miller era music
by the David Levy group.

More Issues of ‘Echoes’

Here's my help for future issues of Echoes!

| enclose §

to support the production and mailing of the

306th Echoes. | also want to support continuing reunion activities for

those who once served.

Name

Address

Mail to: Wm. M. Collins, Jr.
2973 Heatherbrae Drive
Poland, OH 44514



New Boeing
Book a Gem
For Airmen

A friend, an active commercial
pilot, said once that he preferred
flying the 727 because Boeing
builds better planes than anyone.

Those who are devotees of the
B-17, and have spent hours in more
recent versions of Boeing design,
will find a new book, Boeing,
Planemaker to the World, an in-
teresting venture in reading.

Authored by Robert Redding and
Bill Yenne, the handsome new
book tells lots of stories about the
B-17, its predecessors, and its suc-
cessors. It is loaded with facts,
with pictures, with charts, with
drawings, all designed to tell you
more about Boeing planes than
you have ever known before.

Unlike many other such books,
this one does not linger over the
early models, nor any models for
that matter, but quickly and vividly
tells the story of the B-17. It is set
among the P-26, the B-29, B-47, and
the familiar planes of today, the B-
52, KC-135, 707, 727, 737, 757, 767,
and the king of them all, the 747.

The 306th flew E models in its
original training &t Wendover, but
picked up F models at Westover
and flew them to England. In com-
bat the 306th flew only Fs and Gs.

A comparison of the XB-17 and
the G model may be of interest:

Greetings from England

Deceased

Eldon J. Burrell, 367th pilot
(1944), was killed some years ago
in an Alaskan rescue mission
crash.

LTC Ragnar L. Carison, 423rd
pilat (early 1944), died April 21 in
Newport, OR, after a long illness.
He had retired from service in 1967
with 4,700 hours in the cockpit. He
was also a veteran of Korea and
Vietnam.

Roger L. Fistes, 367th gunner
(Burrell's crew, 1944), died two
years ago.

Eugene H. Levy, 367th gunner
and POW (8 Oct 43, Bremen with
Ledgerwood), died March 29 in Ket-
tering Hospital, Dayton, OH.

William H. McNeill, 367th pilot
(mid-1944), died Nov. 30, 1983, in
Monte Vista, CO, where he was a
cattle rancher.,

Henry C. Nunnery, Jr., 367th gun-
ner (Martin's crew, mid 1944), died
Aug. 14 at his home in Edgemoor,
SC.

Russell G. Sutton, 369th, was kill-
ed in 1981 in an accident on the
New York Thruway. He lived at
Coxsackie, NY.

Howard V. Wilson, 423rd gunner
{Salada's original crew), died Feb.
27 in Holmes, PA. MIA 25 June 43
at Hamburg (with Logan).

XB-17 B-17G
Span 103'9" 10379
Length 68'9" 749"
Wing Area 1420sqft 1420sqft
Tail Height 184" 191"
Gross Weight 32,4321bs 65,0001bs +
Bomb Capacity 4800Ibs 17,6001bs
Top Speed 236mph 160mph +
Cruising Speed 140mph
Ferry Range 3010mi 3750mi
Serv. Ceiling 24 620 35,600
Engines 750hp P&W 1200hpWright
R-1690-E R-1820-97
Defense 5 30cal. 13 50cal.
- 306TH BOMB GROUP £ e - 2
% VETS ARE REHASHING .= L

Come Shake My Hand! FIRST OVER GERMANY,

From the editor's viewpoint, there was only one shortcoming of the A Hlstory of the 306th Bomb Gfoup

1984 reunion, and it's a factor that has appeared other years—there was
no opportunity for the editor to meet every 306th man who came to Fort To: Russell A. Strong
Worth. 2041 Hillsdale
As the editor reviewed the roster of those attending in preparing this Kalamazoo, M| 49007
issues of Echoes, he encountered several dozen names that caused him
to pause and to mutter, “'| wanted to meet him!" Please accept my order for
This is one suggestion that will be passed on to the 1985 reunion  g20 gach, a total of $
committee. Perhaps some of you have encountered this problem at large
meetings and may have some suggestions as to how it can be licked.
Perhaps there is no solution. But each year you can be sure that the name
editor will be out shaking hands—and because bifocals are such a
nuisance, will be peering at name tags to see just who this unknown is. mailing address
That's one way to make sure that no one is unknown for long.

copies of First Over Germany at

Make check payable to Russell A. Strong



